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Religions now: 21st CentuRy 
ContRoveRsies 
01:840:105 (4 credits) Core: 21C, AHo

Professors tia Kolbaba and Joseph williams, Religion

Everywhere you look, religions—and religious controversies—are

shaping our world. A powerful source of beliefs, moral claims, and cul-

tural practices, religions profoundly influence our contemporary world.  

For some, religion is held up as the key solution to various social ills

such as poverty and racial tension. For others, religion is a major part

of the problem. Religion generates critiques of inequality

and capitalism while others invoke it to celebrate the free

market and individual wealth. And, religious concerns

shape views on policy issues as diverse as same-sex 

marriage, climate change, and government-sponsored

health care. From challenges to evolution to debates on

stem-cell research, religions juxtapose faith and modern

science. Religions likewise factor prominently in various

military conflicts around the globe and in the long-

running debates over the proper relationship between

religion and the state. 

Religions Now focuses on how religions, both as belief

systems and socio-cultural systems, are interwoven 

in today’s challenges. How are religions, themselves,

changing in response to contemporary events and developments? How

can the academic study of religions help us assess and make sense of

religion’s role in 21st century societies?    

This course is particularly recommended for students who intend to

pursue majors or minors in American studies, anthropology, business,

communication, criminal justice, economics, education, environmental

policy or science, health sciences, history, Middle Eastern studies, 

philosophy, political science, religion, and sociology. It is also appropriate

for life sciences and physical science majors seeking Core or elective

credit. It carries credit toward the major or minor in religion and can

be used to fulfill the sAs Core Curriculum goals in 21st Century

Challenges [21C] and Arts and Humanities [AHo].
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tHe AMeRiCAn DReAM 
01:050:210 (4 credits) Core: 21C, AHp

Professor louis P. Masur, American studies and History

Everyone talks about the “American Dream” and everyone wants to

live it, but what, exactly, is the “American Dream”? Does it divide us

or unite us? Can it still be achieved in the 21st century?

In this dream, America is a special place. A place of self-improvement,

upward mobility, and rags to riches. A place in which

hard work and education are rewarded with economic

security. A place of hope, of opportunity, and of free-

dom. A place of happiness and belonging. A place

where the individual can control his or her lot in life.

The “American Dream” is not one dream; it is many.   

The American Dream takes an interdisciplinary ap-

proach to the study of American culture and society. By

reading widely and examining sources as diverse as

memoirs, essays, novels, images, music, and film, this

course probes the meanings and uses of the “American

Dream” in the life of the nation as well as in each of our

own lives. The “American Dream,” and its meaning,

continues to shift as it collides with changing social realities as each

generation projects its hopes and anxieties into its fabric. The history of

the evolving “American Dream” provides the building blocks of our

own dreams, aspirations, and expectations for life in the 21st century.

This course is particularly recommended for students pursuing majors

or minors in African-American studies, American studies, anthropology,

art history, business, cinema studies, communication, comparative liter-

ature, criminal justice, economics, education, English, history, political

science, and sociology. It is also appropriate for life sciences and physical

science majors seeking Core or elective credit. This course carries credit

toward the major or minor in American studies. the American Dream

can be used to fulfill the sAs Core Curriculum goals in 21st Century

Challenges [21C] and Arts and Humanities [AHp].
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onCe uPon A tiMe: wHy we tell stoRies
01:358:200 (4 credits) Core: AHp

Professor Chris iannini, english

Tell me a story.

Why is storytelling a nearly universal human phenome-

non? Is a world without stories human at all? We use 

stories to explain our beginnings, memorialize our past,

and discover meaning—including our own. We begin

our lives hearing stories, and we live our lives by under-

standing the stories of others and creating new ones. Yet,

as Thomas Carlyle once proclaimed, storytelling has “an

alarming relationship to lying”; parents, wanting to

teach honesty, caution their children, “Don’t tell stories.” 

Once Upon A Time probes the tensions in this paradox.

We have a deep need for stories to help us discover meaning, even our

own meaning, in life and in our relations with others. At the same time,

we are deeply skeptical about stories, which often seem merely fanciful

and unlikely to lead us toward truth. 

Focusing on stories from Genesis and Homer to 21st century best sellers,

this course considers why we need stories and how we tell them. Why

is the journey home such a frequent motif? How is storytelling used to

create, instruct, and transform societies? How is it used to sell products?

Why and how have genres like the detective story and emergent forms

like graphic novels conformed to or challenged the conventions 

of storytelling?

This course is particularly recommended for students pursuing majors

or minors in anthropology, classics, communication, comparative 

literature, criminal justice, English, history, journalism, any language

and literature program, philosophy, political science, psychology, 

sociology, and women’s and gender studies. It is also appropriate for

life sciences and physical science majors seeking Core or elective credit.

once upon A time can be used to meet the sAs Core Curriculum

goals in Arts and Humanities [AHp].
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eneRgy AnD CliMAte CHAnge
01:556:143 (4 credits) Core: 21C, ns

Professors Alan goldman, Paul Falkowski, Monica Mazurek, 

Ronald Ransome, Joe seneca, and lily young 

Wondering what the “energy” problem is all about? Here is your chance

to learn what energy is, where it comes from, how we make it, how we

use it, and how we will have to change the way we make it in the 

coming decades. Energy and Climate Change introduces

nonscience majors to science and scientific method in the

context of one of the most critical challenges facing us

today: society’s need for energy and the resulting impact

on climate and the environment. The course surveys 

climatology, physics, chemistry, biology, engineering, 

economics, and public policy as they relate to energy and

sustainability considered from a global perspective. 

This course is particularly recommended for students pur-

suing majors or minors in the social sciences and in areas of

the humanities impacted by energy and climate, and it is of

interest to students in engineering and the natural sciences.

 energy and Climate Change can be used to meet the sAs

Core Curriculum goals in 21st Century Challenges [21C] and natural

sciences [ns].
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eXtinCtion
01:070:111 (4 credits) Core: 21C, ns, sCl

Professor Rob scott, Anthropology 

Do you worry about nuclear annihilation? Does the possibility of bioter-

rorism scare you? Are you dismayed by growing political violence and

ongoing cultural genocides in places such as Darfur? Are you con-

cerned about habitat destruction, catastrophic climate change, wide-

spread famine, or newly drug-resistant diseases? Ever wonder what it

means to be a species that can imagine its own demise, understand its

role in the demise of another, or contemplate the end of all life?

Extinction takes a multiperspective, inter -

disciplinary approach to understanding 

extinction as a biological and cultural process,

and probes the meaning and significance of

such processes for humans around the globe

in the 21st century. 

This course is particularly recommended for

students pursuing majors or minors in anthro-

pology, various area studies, biological sciences,

ecology, geography, history, linguistics, philos-

ophy, political science and public policy, 

religion, sociology, and women’s and gender

studies. extinction can be used to meet the

sAs Core Curriculum goals in 21st Century Challenges [21C], natural

sciences [ns], and social Analysis [sCl].
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seA CHAnge: tHe Rise AnD FAll oF seA
level AnD tHe JeRsey sHoRe
01:460:110 (3 credits) Core: 21C, ns

Professor Kenneth Miller, earth and Planetary sciences 

What do woolly mammoths and the Jersey Shore have in common? 

How long until your dorm room has an ocean view?

Sea Change: The Rise and Fall of Sea Level and the Jersey Shore. Why

is sea level rising? Is it our fault? Can we stop it? Should we? What 

are the economic, ethical, and political realities of dealing with rising

sea level?

Viewing modern sea-level and climate change through a 100-million-

year geological perspective, in this course you will reconstruct sea-level

changes using different geological methods and try to predict the 

future, the impact on the Jersey Shore, and our options to fight back.

Designed not just for the environmentally conscious

but also for skeptics and those simply curious about

where we have been and where we are going, this

course employs basic science concepts and helps

nonspecialists build the scientific literacy needed to

confront the economic, ethical, and political chal-

lenges of sea change in the 21st century. Leave your

preconceived notions behind!

This course is particularly recommended for students

pursuing majors or minors in the social sciences and

in areas of the humanities impacted by changing sea

levels, such as anthropology, art history, business,

classics, economics, European studies, history, human ecology, journal-

ism and media studies, Latino and Hispanic Caribbean studies, political

science, public policy, and sociology. It is of interest to students in the

physical and biological sciences. sea Change can be used to meet the

sAs Core Curriculum goals in 21st Century Challenges [21C] and

natural sciences [ns].
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School of Arts and Sciences Signature Courses are foundational courses covering 

engaging topics of grand intellectual sweep and enduring importance. They are 

designed and taught by our renowned scholars and scientists who are not only rec-

ognized for their specialized research but are also eloquent and demanding award-

winning teachers. Each course is made up of a combination of capacious lectures by

faculty and small discussion sections led by graduate students from our nationally

ranked graduate programs. They establish a common basis for intellectual exchange

and define us as the School of Arts and Sciences (SAS) community of students and

scholars working together.

The Signature Courses are specially designed for the innovative new Core Curriculum,

which consists of three groups of learning goals that form the core of a modern

liberal arts and sciences education at a leading public research university: 

• 21st Century Challenges [21C]

• Areas of Inquiry
� Natural Sciences [NS]

� Social [SCL] and Historical [HST] Analysis

� Arts and Humanities [AH] 

• Cognitive Skills and Processes

� Writing and Communication [WC]

� Quantitative and Formal Reasoning [Q]

� Information Technology and Research [ITR]

The Core opens the door to new worlds of intellectual adventure, advanced study

in particular majors, and success in a wide variety of postgraduate programs and 

careers. Developing a range of critical thinking skills, students build their capacity to

face the public and private challenges of local and global citizenship and develop the

habit of questioning the known and exploring the unknown. The Core Curriculum

and our Signature Courses prompt students to examine both what they want to be and

who they want to be, by discovering their values, talents, and passions. Learn more

about the Core at sasundergrad.rutgers.edu/core.

View our videos at sas.rutgers.edu/signature.

Signature Courses and the Core Curriculum
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