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In the summer of 2020 centuries of frustration and rage 
spilled into the streets of large cities and small towns across 
America and the globe. What was known as a movement 
to protest police killings in the United States has become a 
global reckoning with racism, white supremacy, and settler 
colonialism. In this course we will explore the development of 
the #BlackLivesMatter movement beginning with the colonial 
era and ending with the contemporary moment. We will be 
inviting an array of prominent scholars and activists as guest 
speakers who will speak directly to the theme of Black Lives 
Matter through different historical moments and geographies.  

Topics explored will include enslavement, racial violence, 
forced labor and extraction, criminalization of Black, Brown 
and Indigenous others, the take off of mass incarceration 
in the 1970s, and the war(s) on drugs and gangs. This class 
will focus not only on top down repression, but also on the 

manifold forms of black resistance and collective mobilization 
throughout US history from slave rebellion and self-
emancipation to Black Power, Black Feminism and the “the 
herstory” of the Movement for Black Lives.

This course is recommended for students who intend to 
pursue all majors. Students intending majors in Africana studies; 
American studies; anthropology, comparative literature; criminal 
justice; economics; English; history; Latino and Caribbean 
studies; political science; sociology; and women’s, gender, and 
sexuality studies will find this course critical to study in their 
discipline. This course carries credit toward the major and minor 
in history. American Topics: Black Lives Matter has been 
tentatively certified to meet the SAS Core Curriculum goals in 
Contemporary Challenges: Diversities and Social Inequalities 
(CCD). This will be formalized by the faculty in December 2020 
and will be reflected in your DN record. 

Register now for “American Topics” for Fall 2020 to join the Black Lives Matter course!


